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XlPFIL-JiJ  URB-ryN  DISTRICT  CQUUCIL 

REPORT  OE  THE  MEDICAL  OEEICER  OP  HE/JLTH  POR  THE 
YEJxR  ENDED  31st.  DECEMBER, 

1946.  '■ 

4- 

Medical  Officer  of  Hoalthi  R.o.  ToxTOond,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
Scanitary  Inspectors  R.y,  Hudson,  A.R.  San.  I.,  M.S.I.A, 

Mr.  Chairman  &  Gentlemen, 

31st/DooImbo?! 

. 

STATISTICS  /iND  SOCI^iL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  /JIEL; 

. .  •  •  . . .  •  •  . . . . .  7592  aoroa. 

Resldont  Population . .  ....................  2603. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1946) ,981 , 

0  '■»»»  o  ••  0  o  «,  c  „  £11  582  • 

0  o  o  «,  0  0  o  ^  ,£46* 

Market  Town,*  the  centre  of  a  large  Agricultural 
district,  upon  whicn  industry  it  chiefly  relies.  The  only  other 
industries  of  any  note  carried  on  in  the  area  a^e  a  cL^ 
factory  anrd  malting, 

are  supplied  by  the  L  &  N.E.  Railway 
serv'i^s.^^  Eastern  Counties  Omnibus  Company  and  other  bus 


Rateable  Value 
‘Product  of  Penny  Rate,,. 


town  is  Supplied  with  gas,  water 
Statutory  Companies, 

and  electricity  by 

The  Council  own  <a  Cemetery  a 

nd  Recrei 

ation  Ground, 

Total , 

M, 

P 

• 

Live  Births  Legitimate ...37 
Illegitimate c 0 ...  0  2 

24 

2 

13 

Birtji  Rato  per  1000 
population. . ,14,9, 

Stillbirths 1 

- 

1 

25.6  per  10  00  total  births. 

16 

23 

14,9  per  1000  population. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes:- 

Deaths 

Rato  per  1000  total  births. 

No,  29  Puerperal  Sepsis . . 

No,  30  Other  Puerperal  Causes,.., 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  ages- 


All  infants  per  1000  live  births...., . . 

Legitimate  infants  pej^  1000  Legitimate  live 'births.*.’ ! ! 
Illegitimaoe  infants  per  1000  Illegitimate  live  births 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  j-iges). 

Measles  (sir.,  anes) . 

Whooping  Goi:„i.h"{all  ages).’ 

Diarrhoea  r.^Oer  years  of  ago) 


ooo«o«oo«o«oe*oo 


. ..  25.6 
. . .  25*6 

. ..  Nil, 
11 
Nil, 
Nil. 
Nil. 
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GEKERi'iL  PRO VI SI 0¥  OF  1I5ALTH  SERVICES  POR  TUB 


Staff . 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  part-times  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  also  carries  out  the  duties  of  Highv/ay  Surveyor  and 
Building  Surveyor  and  is  a  full-time  officer  of  the  Council. 

/jnbulance  Pacilities 

The  Swaffham  Ambulance,  staffed  by  voluntary  drivers  and 
members  of  the  St*  Johns  /imbulance  Brigade  and  the  British  Rod 
Cross  Society,  continues  to  do  invaluable  v/ork*  The  present 
ambulance  is  heavy  and  old  and  a  ne^;;  one  is  required  when  and 
if  such  is  procurable# 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

The  District  Nurse  continues  to  do  most  efficient  work* 

As  previously  stated  there  is  much  too  much  for  one  nureo  to 
do  and  there  is  actually  enough  work  now  for  three.  The 
present  nurse  is  most  grossly  overworked  having  to  add  to  her 
already  largo  district  by  taking  on  outside  areas  from  time 
to  time.  The  Council  may  remember  that  I  bitterly  attacked 
the  more  or  less  forcible  retirement  of  the  Ca.3tleacre  nurse 
v;ho  continues  to  do  excellent  work  in  a  private  capacity. 

The  shortO/ge  of  nurses  is  so  acute  that  again  I  reiterate 
that  her  retirement  was  a  mistp.ke* 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics . 

A  monthly  Welfare  Clinic  is  run  by  the  Norfolk  County 
Council . 

Hospital 

The  Cottage  Hospital,  having  three  female  and  seven  male 
beds,  still  continues  to  carry  on  cand  is  a  boon  to  the  district. 
King’s  Lynn  and  Norwich  hospitals  receive  cases ^ that  cannot  be 
dealt  .  with  at  Swaffham  while  the  County  Inioctious  Disease 
Hospitp.l  drains  infectious  dases*  The  lack  of  Xray  at  the 
hospital  is  greatly  felt, and  much  petrol,  money  and  inconvenience 
could  be  saved  if  such  were  made  available. 

SANITriRY  CIRCUMSTaftTCES  OF  THE 

Water  ^  , 

- ^^Jater  is  supplied  by  the  Swaffham  Waterworks  Co.  Ltd. 

The  water  is  chlorinated  at  its  source  and  the  limits  of 
supply  is  within  a  radius  of  1,500  ya.rds  from  the  Market 

C  I*  ^  3  S  • 

On  the  10th.  May,  1946,  Colonel  G.  Ewart  Rhodes,  M.  Inst. 
C.E.,  Ministry  of  Health  Inspector,  held  a,n  Inquiry  into  the 
alleged  failure  of  the  Swaffham  Waterworks  Company  Ltd.  to 
give  an  adequate  supply  of  water  within  their  area  of  supply. 

The  Inquiry  Y/as  held  under  powers  under  Section  13  of  the 
Wrater  Act,  19^5* 

The  result  of  the  Xnquiry  was  that  the  Minister  was 
satisfied  that  the  Council’s  complaints  against  the  Company, 
some  of  which  were  serious,  were  well  founded.  A  24  hours 
supply  was  restored  soon  after  the  Inquiry  as  a  result  of  a 
big  reduction  in  waste.  The  Directors  gave  the  Consulting 
Engineer  a  free  hand  in  all  the  immediate  measures  ho 
proposed  to  take,  and  the  Minister  informed  the  Company  that 
he  looked  to  them  to  bend  all  their  energies  to  maintaining 
a  continuous  supply. 


2 


'Jater  oontd* 


during  the  roraainder  of  tho  year  supply  was  maintained 

Bofton?ng  nffbcLfpronlol 

oost  in  tea  and  short 


Praina,ge  &  Sewerage 


A 


area. 


comlDined  system  of 


The  6" 


Sewerage  exists  in  the  Council’s 

yards 


to  servo  2  noThuUalowa!"''-""^  80 

■o  1  ^ewago  Disposal  Works  arc  si  tup  tod 
Road  about  H  miles  from  the  town. 
of  storm  water  drain  was  relaid  at 
have  had  under  consideration  the 
ana  at  the  end  of  the  year  steps 

the  services  of  a  local  engineer  to  mice  a  report  on  tho 


on  the  Wat ton 
During  the  year  60  yds. 
the  works.  The  Council 
improvement  of  tho  works 
were  heing  taken  to  obtain 


works • 
I 


have 


ncroc  sed  building  and  consequent  increased  ivater  c-rrinn.p 

propose%riat:h'?h?s"lar^^^^^^^ 

Closet  Accommodation 

closets^^^^-i  9  vault  closets  were  converted  to  pril 

not  availaLf  "T.'J  sewerage  facilities  wer^ 

iioT^  c-vailablo.  Approximately  301  houses  are  stm  nn 

the  oonsorvanoy  system.  Nine  ^ail  cSJosett  " 

to  water  closets  in  the 


same  period. 


were  converted 


Public  Cleansing 

previous  vearr*^°n  has  continued  as  in 

previous  years.  One  horse  and  cart  and  2  men  c'^re  enea^ed 

oSn  ^^ust  bins  :s  ap-oroximafel^ 

960.  Salvage  has  been  collected  during  tho  year.  ^ 

housing 

Local  Authority 


Watton  Pond  contract  for  Roads  and  Sowers  on  the 

^atton  Road  site  was  completed  during  tho  year. 

progress  bn  two 
traditional  permanent  houses. 


contracts 


At  the 
for 


end 


Contract_lTo_;_j^f^r  12  houses  (3  bedrooms). 

Position  ^Ist.  Do  comber,  1946  ^ 

1  pair  almost  re’ady  for  occupation. 

2  pairs  roofed  in. 

1  pair  to  first  floor  joist  level. 

2  pairs  to  ground  floor  windo?/  sill  hei^^ht. 

2  pairs  of  bungalov/s  to  damp  course  level, 

Prlvat^y  ante  r  nr  iso. 

1  house  o^thc"poSmnon?1ypo''°n^'?oTp  "  ^unsalows  -and 
In  addition  1  larpe  dwelli?rAnn^  ^  temporary  bungalows, 
contained  fl '.fr  ^  house  was  converted  into  2  self- 

were  in  oourLo  of  'oreotior4°  ^ 

converted  into  4  fi;?^!  ®  Property  was  being 

Repairs  v,ero  carried  out  to  existing  houses  by  the  uso  of 


informal  notices  served  on 
11, scullery  sinks. 


owners , 

-  3  - 


8  houses  hadbe.ths  installed  & 


S;JTITaRY  mSPECTIO^T  OF  THE  .iREA, 


Inspections , 

Inf  orraal 
Notices, 

# 

- -  , 

f 

Remarks , 

Drainage 

24 

3 

V/ork  done. 

Factories,  Workshops, 

&  Bakehouses, 

32 

2 

Work  done. 

Slaughterhouses  & 

_ Butchers*  Shops, 

158 

«• 

mm 

Food  Shops, 

17 

2 

\7ork  done . 

Cowshedsm  Dcairies  etc. 

8 

2 

Work  done. 

Restaurants, 

6 

3 

Work  done. 

Verminous  and 
filthy  promises. 

1 

1 

Work  done. 

Housing. 

55 

31 

Work  done. 

Nuisances , 

5 

2 

Work  done. 

Infectious  Diseases, 

2 

m 

Reports  to  M,0,H, 
&  disinfecting. 

Ra,ts  &  Mice, 

21 

Work  done  by  \7ar 

Agricultural 

Committee. 

Refuse  Collection, 

4 

- 

Complaints  dealt 
with. 

WateiTworks , 

5' 

- 

Schools,  [ 

..  .  .  ! 

3 

- 

Re,  repairs. 

Factories  Act»  19^7» 


There  are  24  premises  registered  under  the  above  Act 
made  up  as  followss- 


Ga,rages  o«i>oooooo 
Canning  Factory, 
l^^aX  1 1  ngs  ,0000000 


o7 

ol 

«1 


Builders  Yards , o  o »  o , « . o . , . . » o ,  5 
Firewood  Businesses , o «oo o o o o 2 
Printing  Works • . . . , o  o . o » , . o  o  o  *  1 
Bake  ixOuses o,oooooo,eoo,oooooo^ 
0  1  ne^Tlia  ,000000«00000000000000  001 

G  a«  S  if  /  0  r  s,ooooooooooooooooooool 

W  a>  t  e  ri/7  o  r  k  s,oooooooooooooo,ooool 
Agricultural  Engineers, o  o » , o  o ,1 


The  faxstories  have  been  regularly  visited  and  infornu?.! 
notices  served  when  necessary. 

There  were  no  cases  referred  by  H*M«  Inspector  during 
the  year. 
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IIJSrBCTIOF  AKD  SUESRVISION  0?  FOOD . 

Milk  Supply 

The  whole  of  the  registered  premises  were  inspected  during 
the  year  and  instructions  given  to  limewhite  etc*  when 
necessary* 

A  Pasteurising  Plant  of  the  Holder  typo  was  installed  at 
the  Limes  Dairy  and  0.ftcr  samples  of  the  milk  had  satisfied 
the  Phosphatase  and  Mothclene  Blue  Tests  a  licence  to  use 
the  special  designation  Pasteurised  was  granted*  There  is 
one  T*T*  Producer  and  one  accredited  producer  in  the  district* 

Meat  &  other  Poods  * 

Shops  and  Slaughterhouses  have  heen  regularly  inspected 
and  usually  found  to  be  clean  and  tidy* 


a'JiCASES  iHSPECTED  <Sc  commimB 


1 

j 

■ 

Cattle 

Sheep  8c  Lambs. 

Pigs . 

Approximate  number  killed* 

379 

1455 

135 

Approximate  number  inspected. 

379 

1455 

135 

i 

1  All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned* 

6 

7 

7 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned <> 

114 

17 

3 

Percentage  of  the  numbei? 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis . 

31.4^ 

1*6.^ 

7.45? 

Tuberculosis  only 

"^ole  carcases  condemnedo 

4 

•• 

1 

• 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. 

90. 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis* 

24. 2^^ 

* 

1.5^ 

MEAT,  OYFXL  8c  OTHER  FOODS  COHEEIMHED* 


Carcases  or  parts  of  carcases 


8318  lbs. 


Offal 


#O*D00OOO9« 


0  •  »  0 


06054  lbs* 


Tinned  Food  (Grocers’  Shops)  0.  ..9  o.,**.  *122  tins* 

Tinned  meat  (Butchers’  Shops)  » * ,  .  0 » , . . . .  *  o . , . . . 

Che ese**oo»*ooo»o»ol6  lbs. 

Baconoooooooooooooo30  1 b  s . 

Pp.rsnips.tooooooo**!  ton  *7  t s. * 

Eggs  *oo*oo9t*s«oooo  30  * 
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PREVAL5NCE  OF,  &  CONTROL  OVSB,  I1JE3CTIOUS  &  OTHER  DISEASES . 
_  Notif iablc  disoascG  dmrln;:^  the  yoar  194-6« 


Disease 


Scarlet  Fever. 
Whooping  Cough, 
Diphtheria. 
Erysipelas • 
Measles . 

Pneumonia. 
Puerperal  Pyrexia. 
Jaundice . 


Total  cases 
notified. 

2 

4 

1 

Ml. 

26 

Ml. 

1 

1 


Cases  admitted 

to  hospital ♦ 

Ml. 

Ml. 

1 

Ml. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 


Total  Deaths 


Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 


Cases  notified  under  age  groups . 


Disease 

2- 

4- 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-35 

35-45 

45-65* 

Scarlet  Pever 

2 

Whooping  CougH 

2 

2 

Diphtheria 

1 

Erysupelas 

Measles 

T" 

T5 

1 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

Jaundice 

- f-I 

— — - - 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Nev/  oases  &  Mortality  during  1946. 


Age  Periods 

2-10 

New 

Respiratory 

Cases . 

Non-Re spi rat ory 

Dea 

Respiratory 

iths. 

Non-res- 

piiafcr 

M. 

Fo 

M. 

E. 

M. 

E. 

M. 

E.^ 

• 

10-20 

...... 

20-30 

1  ^ 

1 

30-40 

{ or  over) . 

• 

- - 



Diphtheria  Immunisation 


During  the  year  under,  report  33  children  were  ^.inmunisedj 
this  shows  a  decrease  over  the  previous  year.  I  do  not  think 
this  is  hccPvUse  of  lack  O'f  interest  of  the  mothers  hut  because 
some  have  left  the  town  ard  in  point  of  fact,  almost  the  same 
number  of  children  as  in  the  prej^ious  years,  have  been  immunised 
during  the  year  under  report. 


Scabies 

A  considerable  number  of  cases  occurred  during  the  year 
but  as  this  disease  is  not  notifiable  I  have  no  means  of 
estimating  the  number. 

Venereal  Diseases 


One  case  of  Venereal  Disease  has  occurred  during  the  year. 


V 


-0 

General  Remarks 


In  conclusion  gentlemenj  I  would  add  that  the  general 
health  of  the  town  has  "been  good,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  enforced  austerity  vand  wholly  inadequate  rations  to  the 
labouring  community  are  beginning  to  make  themselves  felt 
throughout  the  coutryside,  so  that  no  man  can  give  of  his 
best  for  long  periods  v/ithout  a  dra,in  on  his  physical 
reserve.  However,  I  gather  worse  is  to  come  so  wo  can 
but  hope  for  th^  best. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

i.  Your  obedient '  Servant , 

R.O.  T0WJ7.HD. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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